
 

 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Sunday 23rd August 2026 
 

10am – Oasis with Baptism 
 

StJames’ Church Centre 
Kingfisher Drive,  Woodley,  
RG5 3LH 
Tel: 0118 966 2568 
www.stjameswoodley.org 
 
Vicar Rev Laurence Smith 
(day off Friday) 
laurence.smith@stjameswoodley.org 
07421 233951  
Office opening hours: 
Mon - Fri 9:30—1:00pm 

Administrator - Becki Whitlock 
office@stjameswoodley.org 
0118 966 2568 
 
Children and  
Families worker -Linda Galpin  
linda.galpin@stjameswoodley.org 
07552193742   
(day off Thursday) 

 
Find us on Facebook and X 

Monday 24th August 
9:15am Morning Prayer 
1:30pm Thanksgiving service for  
Michael Patterson 
 
Wednesday 26th August 
10am Morning Prayer 
12:30pm Funeral of Joyce Tivey 
 
Thursday 27th August 
11am—1:30pm Café 
 
Friday 28th August 
10am Friday Friends 
8pm Music Practice 
 
 

 
Sunday 30th August 
10am Morning Worship 
 
 
Pre-School  
Pre-School is open from 8:45am to  
3:45pm Mondays, Tuesdays,  

Thursdays and Fridays and Wednesdays 
from 8:45am –12pm in term time 
 
 
All other usual activities will resume after 
the summer holidays. 

                    This week 



 

Notices 

 
 
Holy Communion 
Our regular pattern of weekly Holy Communion on a Wednesday morning is pausing for 
the duration of the summer holidays. In its place will be a fortnightly Morning Prayer. 
These will be taking place at 10am on 29th July, 12th August and 26th August.  
 
 
 
Michael Patterson’s Service of Thanksgiving 
The service of Thanksgiving for the life of Michael Patterson will take place at St James  on 
Monday 24th August at 1:30pm. All are welcome. 
Dress is 'smart/casual and colourful'. If anyone has a photo of Michael that they would be 
happy to include in a presentation, could you please give it to Fiona Litchfield with your 
name on the reverse or send them digitally via email to fiona.litchfield@gmail.com.  
 
 
 
Building Project Update 
Following the consultation evening at the end of June, the Building Committee sought  
approximate costings for the plans that had been drawn up for a new building on our site. 
The figure quoted by our architect was very high, and the PCC have concluded that these 
plans are simply too expensive for what we might reasonably be able to raise. We will 
now be taking a period for prayer and reassessment, and draw up some new plans after 
the summer. Some essential surveys of our site will be conducted in the meantime. We 
trust that God is steering us through this process - please continue to pray that His will is 
done, and that the work of St James' will thrive whatever comes. 
 
 
Date/s for your diary 
This year the 24/7 Global prayer week runs from 6th - 13th September to encourage 
Churches to join in with world-wide prayer. 
This year, here at St James, we have decided to run a single day of non-stop prayer for 24 
hours, which will start at 9 am on Saturday 12th September through to 9 am on Sunday 
13th September. We will put out a sign-up sheet nearer the time. Meanwhile we ask you 
to prayerfully consider and possibly plan for the hour/s you would like to join us. More  
details will be available later. Thank you, Pete and Margaret 
 
 
 
 



 

Notices 

 
Eco Prayer and tip 
“Answer me, God, at a time you choose..... 
Save me from sinking in the mud; 
Keep me safe from my enemies, 
Safe from the deep water. 
Don’t let me drown in the depths 
Or sink into the grave” 
Psalms 69 vv 13-15 
The writer of the Psalm is talking about psychological despair but his comparison is drawn 
from real life events.  Today, as in biblical times, floods can be devastating.  This year there 
were devastating floods in Greater Chittagong, Bangladesh and areas of Britain have been 
affected by flooding.  We can encourage politicians to prepare for flooding.  On a local 
 level, if you have a driveway, ensure it is of gravel so the water can run off.  Also store  
water in rainy periods for times of drought.  If you are able, consider getting a water butt. 
 
 
 



 

 



 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 



 



 

 
 
 
 



 

Homegroups 
 
 
Please see below details of some of the homegroups that meet during the week and  
contact details for each: 
 
Monday 7:45pm at 104 Wheble Drive, contact - Alison Mullens - 07904039363.  
 
Tuesday 2pm Daytime homegroup at St James, contact David Bagwell -  
davidgbagwell@gmail.com 
 
Wednesday  9:45am Daytime homegroup at St James, contact  Judith Hansford. 
 
Wednesday 7:30 pm various homes, contact Pete and Chris Clarke -  07742953071   
prcjc1@outlook.com 
 
 
Wednesday 8pm on Zoom , contact - Jane Fulford - 0776 494 7495   
jfulford49@gmail.com 
 
Wednesday 8pm weekly at 97 Reading Road.  Contact Laurence or  
Hannah - laurence.smith@stjameswoodley.org  
 
Thursday 8pm at 17 Harris Close, Woodley. Kelly Robinson and Jeremy Galpin are joint 
leaders and would love some new members. 
 
Sunday 12:30pm Cantonese group meeting fortnightly.  
Contact Eric or Phylis - 07394 139548  

 


