
Lent 2021 – I Wonder… 

Week 6 – “Hosanna”      

https://youtu.be/RJBpn-p7B0k  Hosanna Palm Sunday Worship Intro 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

 

The Triumphant Entry Into Jerusalem           

When they drew near to Jerusalem and came to 

Bethphage, on the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent 

two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go over into the 

village opposite you, and immediately you will find a 

donkey tied, and a colt with her. Untie them and bring 

them to Me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, you shall 

say, ‘The Lord has need of them.’ And he will send 

them immediately.”                                                                      

4 All this was done to fulfill what was spoken by the 

prophet, saying:                                                                                             

5 “Tell the daughter of Zion, 

    ‘Look, your King is coming to you, 

humble, and sitting on a donkey, 

    and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”                                                                        

6 The disciples went and did as Jesus commanded 

them. 7 They brought the donkey and the colt, laid their 

garments on them, and He sat on them. 8 A very large 

crowd spread their garments on the road. Others cut 

down branches from the trees and spread them on the 

road. 9 The crowds that went before Him and that 

followed Him cried out:                                                                     

“Hosanna to the Son of David! 

‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!’[b] 

Hosanna in the highest!”                                                                                         

10 When He entered Jerusalem, the entire city was 

moved, saying, “Who is He?”                                                                             

11 The crowds said, “This is Jesus, the prophet from 

Nazareth of Galilee.” Matthew 21:1-11  (MEV) 

 

https://youtu.be/RJBpn-p7B0k
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2021%3A1-11&version=NIV,MEV#fen-MEV-23836b


Please take time to read this week’s passage through slowly and prayerfully. 

Make a note of any words or phrases that linger with you. Try and imagine 

yourself in the story, maybe as an onlooker, one of the Disciples and, to be 

really challenged, maybe as the donkey! Allow time for the Holy Spirit to speak 

and time to listen to Him.  

In the first three verses Jesus gives the Disciples precise instructions:                                                                        

Go to the village opposite,                                                                                                                 

you will find a donkey and colt tied up,                                                                                               

untie them and bring them to me,                                                                                                                    

tell anyone who questions you, the Lord has need of them. 

I wonder what the two Disciples said to each other as they set off to find the 

donkeys and how they would have reacted when it was exactly as Jesus had 

said?  Was this pre-arranged with the owner or did Jesus know in the moment 

that this would be so? If the latter, how could you be encouraged by this? 

The narrative states that both the colt and the donkey were brought to Jesus 

and Mark says in Mark 11:2 

 “Go into the village opposite you. As soon as you enter it, you will find a colt 

tied, on which no one has ever sat. Untie it and bring it here.” 

The suggestion being, that bringing the mother along too would be reassuring 

as it both carried Jesus, and made its way through a noisy crowd. 

I wonder if there has ever been a time in your life when it has been a sink or 

swim situation. Perhaps you have been given something to do, something 

entirely new and outside of your comfort zone. Was there anyone whom you 

could turn to for reassurance and if so, was that helpful? Was your first port of 

call Jesus or a last resort? What might stop you from asking Jesus first? 

9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! 

    And cry aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! 

See, your king is coming to you; 

    he is righteous and able to deliver, 

    he is humble and riding on a donkey, 

    a colt, the offspring of a donkey. Zechariah 9:9 

Not only does Jesus fulfil the prophesy but declares His intention of arriving in 

peace. 



For the crowds assembled outside of Jerusalem who had lined the route, 

singing out their praises and making their declarations, this was their King. The 

one who would set them free from the tyranny of Rome. Hosanna they cried, 

deliver us, help us from our troubles. For centuries they had looked to this day, 

dreamed of it even, but 

I wonder, were their dreams fulfilled in a way that they could have understood, 

or would they, a few days later, be bitterly disappointed that it had not 

seemed to be so? 

I wonder how often we have had dreams, throughout our lives, that have not 

come to fruition? Have we felt bitter, disappointed? Have we just given up? Or, 

have we had dreams that have been fulfilled, just not in the way that we 

expected and how do we recognise this? Do we have hopes and dreams for the 

future, if so, do they include God? 

Many years ago, decades even, I went to the alternative evening celebration at 

Spring Harvest. The speaker was talking about broken dreams, the ones we 

have as children, then teenagers, young adults and so on. Dreams which never 

happened, usually down to circumstance or outside influence. The word that 

was given to the speaker that evening, was one of giving our hopes and dreams 

to God and seeing in our mind, those dreams encircled by a God given bubble, 

indestructible by man. For me, God had placed in my bubble, “creative 

counselling” which for many years I really didn’t understand what He was 

calling me to do or how to do it. I could not see any openings or any ways 

forward. It was probably 15 years or so later, that I realised that God had 

brought that dream to its fruition, just not in a way or in a place that I would 

have thought. Maybe, not surprisingly, I found myself being an encourager and 

enabler for others to find their own creative giftings! So often we think our 

prayers remain unanswered but perhaps we just don’t see God working in His 

way not ours.  I am so thankful to Him for restoring my hope in dreams. 

Take some time to bring all your hopes and dreams for the future to Jesus 

asking Him also to heal the hurts of unfulfilled dreams. 

 
 



 
Psalm 118:26 
26 Blessed be he that comes in the name of the LORD: 

    we have blessed you out of the house of the LORD. 

 

There would seem to be a difference between the crowds gathered outside of 

the city to those within. Plenty of adoration without, but within, possibly the 

emotive response of the “enemies” of Jesus. Outside Jesus was hailed as 

“Jesus, son of David”, within, the “prophet from Nazareth”, possibly a 

disparaging remark. 

 

I wonder if there are situations, in our own times, when seemingly there are 

two quite different crowds meeting together and with what effect? Please pray 

for them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hope For Eternal Life 

Overwhelmed with Love 

Surrender 

Adoration 

New Life 

Name above all names 

Awe and Wonder 



With the ever-changing world in which we are living, Jesus remains the same. 

Please use the following worship song to praise Jesus. 

“In my worry God, You are my stillness 

In my searching God, You are my answers. 

In my blindness God, You are my vision. 

In my bondage God, You are my freedom 

And in my weakness God, You are my power, You’re the reason I sing” 

https://youtu.be/ZYkZE8AogDE 

God of all my days by Casting Crowns 

As we look to praying for our friends, family, local community and world please 

pray into the dear diary gaps: 

Dear Diary 

I can’t believe that our village, which is not far from Jerusalem, has been so 

busy preparing for the forthcoming Passover Feast. Not long to go now, just a 

few days. The rooms have all been tidied, floors washed, beds changed, all 

ready for visiting family. Food is stored and ready for preparation, but there 

is still so much to do. Someone has tied a donkey and her colt to a post just 

down the street. I wonder why? Seems an odd thing to do.  

Thank God for the abundance of good things we have and pray for the 

inequalities of our world. 

Dear Diary 

Martha from down the road has just called, She is so excited. She heard from 

Benjamin, who heard from Daniel, who heard from Joseph, that Jesus is on 

His way. He’s coming here to Jerusalem. I’ve never seen Him, but I have heard 

such a lot about Him. I wonder what He will look like. I’m so excited. Martha 

even reckons she has heard a whisper that Jesus would be riding a colt. I 

wonder if it is the one nearby. Oh, the donkeys have gone. Must have been 

taken by the two men who were hanging around earlier. I wonder if anyone 

challenged them? 

Thank God for the beauty of Creation and pray for those who represent Jesus 

at home and abroad, for our Mission Partners. 

https://youtu.be/ZYkZE8AogDE


Dear Diary 

It has been a bit of a battle trying to find a place on the roadside where we 

can see Jesus. People are milling around, some quite aimlessly, others trying 

to make their way through the throng to get to the temple. We can hear 

voices in the distance, but they are too far away to determine what is being 

said. The atmosphere seems to be charged with electricity. So much joy and 

cheerfulness that it could almost be a carnival. People are turning to one 

another and saying, “The King is coming” The expectation is almost 

unbearable. 

Pray for those who bear the scars of broken dreams, broken families and those 

with no expectations or hope in life. 

Dear Diary 

I can see Jesus coming now. I can see the colt that He is riding. There are 

cloaks everywhere turning the stony road into a tapestry of rich colour. 

Someone has just given me a palm frond to wave, they must have pulled it 

down from the local trees. A sign of victory, they say. Like the deafening 

crescendo of a breaking wave, the cry goes up. “Hosanna, blessed is he who 

comes in the name of the Lord. Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father 

Jacob. Hosanna in the highest” 

Pray for the partially sighted and blind, the agoraphobic, the hospitalised, 

elderly and frail, the deaf and the mute. Thank God for family and friends. 

Dear Diary 

I am not sure what I expected. This Jesus seems such a humble man and 

gentle of manner. If I am honest, perhaps in the past, I thought he would be 

riding a great big horse making a statement of power and strength, but I am 

not disappointed. His strength is different almost surreal, I can’t quite put my 

finger on it. There is something both comforting and purposeful about the 

way He carries Himself. Maybe I will never understand what this day has 

been about, but I am struck by an unbidden thought as I turn towards my 

home. Was the praise true adoration or was it more about being caught up in 

the moment, I cannot dismiss this deepening feeling of dread that this is not 

the beginning that some many were hoping for, but the beginning of the 

end……. 

 



Pray for those who are terminally ill, those who have lost loved ones. Pray for 

our world as darkness seems to be tightening it’s grip and finally we pray for 

ourselves as we journey through the last few days of Your life on earth. Reveal 

more of Yourself to us, we pray. Amen 

 

 



Throughout this series of “I Wonder” we have used the word “WONDER” as a 

verb: to ponder, to ask oneself, think about, meditate or reflect on, to be 

curious or inquisitive about. (Dictionary Definitions) 

If we use “WONDER” as a noun, it brings about a feeling of awe, amazement, 

admiration caused by something or someone beautiful, remarkable, 

astonishing. 

It seems only right that we finish this mini-series in a place of Wonder and Awe 

for the beauty of Jesus and the remarkable, astonishing and amazing things 

that He has done for us. 

Beautifully summed up in the words of “I wonder” by Leeland 

https://youtu.be/-S-GhY1P4Ss 

 

I Wonder………… 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/-S-GhY1P4Ss

