
Lent 2021 – I wonder…. 

Week 4  - “Betrayed” 

As we look at the difficult issue of betrayal, it would be good to take a few 

moments to bring ourselves into the presence of Jesus. To help us to do this 

please play the link below: To be in Your Presence by Noel Richards. 

https://youtu.be/typ7cueKdT4 

 

 

 

 

Judas Agrees to Betray Jesus 

22 The Festival of Unleavened Bread, which is 
also called Passover, was approaching. 2 The 
leading priests and teachers of religious law 
were plotting how to kill Jesus, but they were 
afraid of the people’s reaction. 

3 Then Satan entered into Judas Iscariot, who 
was one of the twelve disciples, 4 and he went 
to the leading priests and captains of the 
Temple guard to discuss the best way to 
betray Jesus to them. 5 They were delighted, 
and they promised to give him money. 6 So he 
agreed and began looking for an opportunity 
to betray Jesus so they could arrest him when 
the crowds weren’t around.     

21 “But here at this table, sitting among us as a 
friend, is the man who will betray me. 22 For it 
has been determined that the Son of 
Man[c] must die. But what sorrow awaits the 
one who betrays him.” 23 The disciples began 
to ask each other which of them would ever 
do such a thing.                                                  
Luke 22:1-6, 21-23 New Living Translation 

 

https://youtu.be/typ7cueKdT4
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+22&version=NLT#fen-NLT-25854c


Judas Agrees to Betray Jesus 

14 Then Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve disciples, went to the leading 
priests 15 and asked, “How much will you pay me to betray Jesus to you?” And 
they gave him thirty pieces of silver. 16 From that time on, Judas began looking 
for an opportunity to betray Jesus. 

The Last Supper 

17 On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the disciples came to 
Jesus and asked, “Where do you want us to prepare the Passover meal for 
you?” 

18 “As you go into the city,” he told them, “you will see a certain man. Tell him, 
‘The Teacher says: My time has come, and I will eat the Passover meal with my 
disciples at your house.’” 19 So the disciples did as Jesus told them and 
prepared the Passover meal there. 

20 When it was evening, Jesus sat down at the table[c] with the Twelve. 21 While 
they were eating, he said, “I tell you the truth, one of you will betray me.” 

22 Greatly distressed, each one asked in turn, “Am I the one, Lord?” 

23 He replied, “One of you who has just eaten from this bowl with me will 
betray me. 24 For the Son of Man must die, as the Scriptures declared long ago. 
But how terrible it will be for the one who betrays him. It would be far better 
for that man if he had never been born!” 

25 Judas, the one who would betray him, also asked, “Rabbi, am I the one?” 

And Jesus told him, “You have said it.” NLT Matthew 26 

Please choose a version and read through the story slowly. Which words or 
phrases seem to stand out for you? 

Now read through the other version. Are the words or phrases that you have 
chosen, the same or different? Does the different wording enhance your 
understanding or open a new line of thought? Take some time with Jesus to sit 
at His feet and to listen. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+26&version=NLT#fen-NLT-24048c


I wonder if you have noticed the difference in the ways that each gospel 
records the visit of Judas to the leading priests? I wonder what we could read 
into this? 

According to Luke, Satan entered Judas and he then went to the priests with 
the intention of betraying Jesus and a monetary reward seemed to come later, 
whereas, in the Matthew reading, perhaps the intention of Judas was to 
extract a payment from the outset. 

 

 

What Price 

For a Life? 



What price for a life do traffickers extract from vulnerable refugees or 
purchase young girls for the sex trade or similar? What is your reaction to this? 
Please pray about this as the Holy Spirit leads. 

Judas was called by Jesus to be one of the twelve disciples, called to follow 
Him. He would have been with Jesus to share in His life. He would have seen 
Jesus’s miracles, the healing of the sick, the casting out of demons and indeed 
he would have been sent out to do these very things himself in the name of 
Jesus. 

He would have seen the power of Jesus over the winds and the waves, listened 
to the stories Jesus told, maybe even begun to understand exactly who Jesus 
was, and yet: 

I wonder what it was in the character of Judas that left him so open to Satan 
entering in? I wonder what Judas was really thinking and how he understood 
Jesus in the time spent with Him?                                                                                                                                                                    
I wonder if there are any weak spots in our lives that could make us susceptible 
to being manipulated by Satan? If there are, bring them to Jesus now. 

Later in the passage, whilst they were eating, Jesus says “I tell you the truth, 
one of you will betray me” 

One can only imagine the reaction of the disciples at this announcement. 
Would a convivial atmosphere have been turned into one of shock, maybe 
even fear?  Would each of the disciples be examining themselves, or looking 
around at each other to see if there was any sign of who it might be?   

I wonder what expression was on the face of Judas as he asked whether it was 
him? What went through his mind? 

I wonder if you have ever been in a meeting when perhaps the leader might 
have said “It has come to my attention that someone said…………” I wonder 
what your reaction might have been, or perhaps would be? 

I wonder how Jesus felt, at that point in time? I wonder how He feels when we 
promise to spend time with Him and then renege on it?  

I wonder how we feel when someone betrays us, maybe through a confidence 
shared inappropriately or in other ways, perhaps through a breakdown in 
trust? How do we restore broken trust in relationships? Do we trust Jesus and 
how can we deepen our trust in Him? 



Jesus recognises the sorrow that would overwhelm Judas when the act had 
been done and it is possible, I think, to catch a sense of compassion for Judas, 
even as Jesus was aware of the final playing out of that very act. 

Please pray for those who hold positions of trust and for those who abuse 
those roles and for those who find themselves victims. 

Lord Jesus,                                                                                                                                                      
there are so many difficult questions here to answer                                                                                                         
and maybe we have discovered things about ourselves                                                                                       
that we had not previously known.                                                                                                                                                     
Maybe we feel uncomfortable in that knowledge, and yet,                                                                          
You Lord are the same, yesterday, today and tomorrow.                                                                                                 
You know us intimately, every hair on our heads, every thought in our minds 
and You love us, every part of us.                                                                                                         
Help us Lord to forgive others when they have hurt us                                                                            
by word or action, when trust has broken down,                                                                                                                                       
help us to forgive ourselves when we, often inadvertently, have hurt others                       
by our words and actions.                                                                                                                       
Bring healing to our wounds,                                                                                                                                          
peace to our restlessness and anxious thoughts                                                                                                                         
and hope for eternal life with You, Lord. Amen 

An activity for the warmer days: 

A few weeks ago, I was out walking around the roads on Southlake on a cold 
but bright February day, thinking and praying about this week’s offering. I 
found myself concentrating on the journey that Judas had been on from being 
called to be a follower of Jesus to being the one who would go on to betray 
Him. We all have a life story to tell. As I looked around me, I became aware of 
the houses that I was passing. They were, in the main shuttered up. There 
were no signs of life indoors or out and no lights on. I couldn’t help but wonder 
at the journeys and the lives of those living inside. Were they happy and 
content, troubled, fearful, anxious, and so, I found myself praying for them as I 
walked along. 

Perhaps, as part of our prayer time this week, we could pray for the people in 
the houses that we walk past. If you feel drawn to a particular house, may be 
because there is something about its appearance, pray specifically for its 
occupants. If you are unable to get out and about, please pray for your 
neighbours, particularly those that you don’t really know. 



Finally, sometimes it is good to simply listen to music without words, to listen 
for the quiet times, the crescendos, the working together of the different 
instruments in the orchestra. A song such as this can take us on a journey. It 
can allow us a flight of imagination, permission to engage with our emotions 
and an opportunity to allow the Holy Spirit to speak to us. 

https://youtu.be/okzJO8PJ4XI 

To our God from Bethel Music Album “Without words” 

 

 

https://youtu.be/okzJO8PJ4XI

