
LiFT Online – 24th March 2020

Welcome to LiFT online. We will be following our usual format with a few

tweaks here and there!

As Spring arrives, bringing with it colour and new life in abundance, I am sure

that you will have seen banks, grass verges and gardens awash with dafodils,

but have you ever thought about the meaning atributed to them?

Traditonally they have both negatve and positve connotatons, but this

evening we will concentrate on the later. They are considered to be symbols

of hope, new beginnings and new life and, because of its appearance during

Lent it is also known as the Lent Lily, and so it is ofen connected with the

Resurrecton. Traditon also says that it is unlucky to give just one single

dafodil as a gif as it will bring unhappiness, so always be sure to give the

recipient a bunch!

That said, why concentrate on dafodils? You may remember that several years

ago our Messy Church families planted some miniature dafodils in the shape

of the cross in the grass facing the road and the garages, to remind all who

pass by of the signifcance of Easter:



Six years later, almost to the day, I wondered how our foral cross had fared:

As you can see, it is stll there but the volume of fowers has been considerably

reduced and the cross itself just a litle bit out of shape, which led me to

thinking about the place of the cross in modern society, compared to decades

ago. Maybe we could plant more bulbs, bringing new life, they would probably

be diferent and grow at a diferent rate and the overall appearance would be

changed, but fundamentally, the cross is central to it all. The analogy gives us

plenty to think and pray about.

Which, perhaps, unsurprisingly leads us to our passage for personal refecton

taken from Mathew 6.

Please read through the passage and if a word or phrase speaks to you, stay

with it and ask the Holy Spirit what he wants to say to you through it.

Sometmes I fnd it helpful to read it through a couple of tmes, turn the Bible

over and see which words come to mind.

Read through again and as you do so, thank God for who He is and for all that

He has done and contnues to do, for you.



Mathew 6:25-33 New Internatonal Version (NIV)

Do Not Worry

25 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink;

or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the

body more than clothes? 26 Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap

or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not

much more valuable than they? 27 Can any one of you by worrying add a single

hour to your life?

28 “And why do you worry about clothes? See how the fowers of the feld grow.

They do not labour or spin. 2 9 Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his

splendour was dressed like one of these. 30 If that is how God clothes the grass

of the feld, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fre, will he

not much more clothe you—you of litle faith? 3 1 So do not worry, saying,

‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For

the pagans run afer all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you

need them. 3 3 But seek frst his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these

things will be given to you as well.

Our worship Song is “Lilies of the Field” by John Michael Talbot. Please follow

the link.

htps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-dGcZ1R7FBE&feature=youtu.be

Lord Jesus, as we have listened to the words of the song, and as we rest in the
fnal notes, please help us in our tme of listening and prayer. We invite you
now to join us in the power of your Holy Spirit to guide us into remembering
those folk that You want us to remember and to intercede as You direct us.
Amen

Please now set aside about 10 minutes of listening tme. As always, split the

tme into two, listening frstly for words for the Church and then for each

other. Allow the Lord to place a name or an image of someone in our Church

family into your thoughts and then pray for them. Perhaps you could follow

through by contactng them, just to let them know that you are thinking of

them, and, if you have an encouraging verse, word or picture, please pass it

onto them.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-dGcZ1R7FBE&feature=youtu.be


Intercessions 

Please pray as you feel led. Obviously, there is plenty of content around this

current pandemic. Pray for our families, local communites and the wider

world. May I suggest one partcular area to focus on. In our sermon series

Reconciliaton features prominently, and as I walked through the streets, it

occurred to me that there are many families and friendships that have deep

rifs embedded in them. This is a tme when people need each other, so please

pray for healing, forgiveness and reconciliaton wherever it is needed.

The following prayer dropped into my inbox from You Version this morning.

May God be with us through these coming days and months

Keep safe

Margaret x
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